Growth factors and protein kinase C inhibitors as novel therapies for the medical management diabetic retinopathy.
Diabetic retinopathy is a leading cause of acquired visual loss. Current treatment modalities are not effective in all cases and may have side effects. Investigation of the biochemical basis of diabetic retinopathy suggests that future treatments may reverse or halt the progression of diabetic retinopathy, or actually prevent the development of diabetic retinopathy. Pharmacological manipulation of protein kinase C and various growth factors may form the basis of future treatments for diabetic retinopathy.